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CATHOLICISM AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 



Evert religious person believes that God is a factor in all 
politics, the Great Silent Partner in all earthly affairs. Every 
non-religious person knows that a great many things happen 
which he does not make happen ; which no man and no combina- 
tion of men make happen ; which come under a constitution of 
things entirely outside of his authority or even opinion. The 
Power which made these things happen, whether with the Chris- 
tian we call it God, or with the agnostic we call it force, is 
always an active working power, present and constant force, 
entirely apart from our recognition of His or its participation. I 
shall say His, because that best expresses my own conviction ; but 
I mean now exactly and only what the agnostic means by its. 

The law of God underlies every human law, every social cus- 
tom, every political movement and speech. If these are not in 
conformity with that universal law, sooner or later — generally 
later— they come to grief. One of the hardest things to be under- 
stood is why it is so often later. We are created under a hidden 
law, and we find it only by bumping our heads and breaking our 
hearts against it. Often the broken heads and hearts do not dis- 
cover it at all. They have the suffering, but the bystanders only, 
and not many of them, see the logic in it, and deduce any lesson 
from it. The sufferers see it not at all ; do not know why they 
suffer. So far it seems that they suffer in vain. 

God does not treat men as wise men treat their children. 
When the baby violates a little law touching forbidden things, the 
wise mother gives the little sinner a little rap, and so, quickly and 
not very painfully, he learns to respect the law. It would not be 
a wise mother who should let the baby go on meddling day after 
day, year after year, without notice or without adequate notice, 
and by and by, suddenly, for no greater or graver meddling than 
all the preceding years have practiced, come down with a swift 
rod and a heavy hand, not upon the baby alone, but upon the 
whole brood of brothers and sisters as heavily. Yet this is the 
way that the Power outside ourselves makes for righteousness. 
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Undoubtedly it is, on the whole, taking in the widest scope of indi- 
vidual action and reaction, the best way ; but to any single ob- 
server, righteousness does not seem to be so swiftly or so econom- 
ically made as it would be by more direct methods. 

Every one admits the universality of the law of truth. Truth 
is to the world of mind what gravitation is to the world of matter. 
The representation of this law in social, human life is by words. 
" Mere words," we say depreciatingly, but words are the cur- 
rent coin of the realm of soul, the medium by which men inter- 
change thought. To understand and to regard the meaning, the 
use, and the weight of words is the last result of culture, the high- 
water mark of civilization. It would seem that the way to teach 
this most effectively and least painfully would be to make every 
little deviation from accuracy cause a little immediate shock to 
some nervous chord, a little thwarting of some cherished plan of 
the deviator, so that he shall, on the spot, withdraw the false note 
and re-attune himself to the simple and sublime harmonies of 
truth. Thus, even although he have a very strong bent in favor 
of discord, speaking lies as soon as he is born, the inevitably re- 
curring penance would, by its inevitable recurrence, at length 
gently but thoroughly train the evil trait out of him till there was 
formed in its stead an invulnerable habit of truth-telling. Has any 
one ever pictured to himself what this world would be if every per- 
son in it — I will not say told the truth, but told nothing but the 
truth ? How largely would the acrimony of a political campaign 
disappear, how much of argument might be dispensed with, if men 
would be strictly accurate in representing the views of their oppo- 
nents ? 

What, instead, really does happen under the unseen, irreversi- 
ble government of the world is this : In a country founded by 
Protestants and with Protestants still largely in the majority, 
Protestant pulpits describe, antagonize, refute and sometimes de- 
nounce and traduce Roman Catholicism. I am speaking entirely 
from the point of sight of a Protestant — a Protestant not only by 
every trait and tincture of heredity, but by every conviction of 
reason; a Protestant to whom some of the assumptions of the 
Roman Church seem not only unwarrantable, but well-nigh intol- 
erable. For a long time the Protestant preacher has it all his own 
way. There are few Roman Catholics in his town, none at all in 
his church. The few are ignorant, never hear his words and have 
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not the knowledge to discriminate or eliminate truth from error. 
The people who do hear him have no personal interest in Roman 
Catholicism, believe it to be a false system ; the harder it is hit, 
the better they like it. So if he be a man who little regards the 
meaning, the use, and the weight of words, he misrepresents with 
vigor, and pungency and impunity, the tenets and the teachings 
of this historic church to his heart's content, and nothing happens. 

But by and by something does happen. The heavens fall. 
What caused it ? The preacher is false and fatuous indeed, but 
no more so than he has always been, and no more so than many 
others have always been. The error, the inaccuracy, are no 
greater ; only the surroundings are different, not the guilt. It is 
simply that he is no longer in his own church, protected by sym- 
pathizing or indifferent hearers, speaking to a homogeneous con- 
gregation o£-his own faith. He is in the thick of a national fight, 
where there are blows to give and blows to take ; a fight in which 
all men's interests are at stake and many men's desires are keen ; 
where Roman Catholics are strong, outspoken, and alert ; and a 
watchful foe present and more alert, eager to take advantage of 
fallacy or misstatement. He. has been prattling Rum, Roman- 
ism and Rebellion all his life, liking the sound of it, and has 
never been summoned to give account ; but this once he prattles 
it, and the false ring reverberates from shore to shore, the policy 
of a great nation is reversed, the power of a great party is 
revoked, the jar of gelatine has become a jar of dynamite, whose 
detonation is heard throughout the civilized world. 

It is not necessary to discuss the ignorance which could per- 
mit such effect from such cause. That is another matter important 
but germane. The significant point now is the fact that such causes 
do produce such effects; that misrepresentation, with or without 
malice, springing perhaps only from lack of mental training, from 
a mere habit of careless half-seeing, of feeble, flabby thinking, 
may sputter along through a half century making no more stir 
than the soft snap of popping-corn; and at the end of the 
half century, without warning, explode in a thunderbolt of 
disaster. 

The work wrought by one libel was an evil work, but it would 
be an incalculable blessing if it could teach men to be accurate at 
all times, lest at some time their inaccuracy should precipitate 
ruin. 
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In another form the same leaven has heen spreading, in a lesser 
sphere as yet, but approaching what larger spheres we know not 
now. The Roman Catholics for a long while had the doctrine of 
indulgences all their own way, and in America for a long time the 
Protestants have had the rendering of that doctrine all their own 
way. In this case it must be said, in justification of the Protestant 
rendering, that the word easily lends itself to its own bejuggle- 
ment. The word indulgence in any connection with sin has a 
certain natural slant towards indulgence of sin. Calvinists have 
a similar difficulty in distilling a sweet reasonableness out of the 
phrase total depravity, and to that extent can sympathize with 
Roman Catholics. Protestants have hitherto regarded the doctrine 
with tranquil disapprobation — as a doctrine atrocious but remote, 
defunct, a mere reminiscence of Luther, the occasion of the 
Reformation. But in Rome one is roused out of this asphyxia of 
disapproval, and has to contemplate the doctrine of indulgencies 
as a living agency, a present practice, advertised in the churches 
as regularly as the Congregational churches advertise " Friday 
evening meeting," more openly, indeed, for it is set in carven 
letters big enough for the passer-by to read, broadly overarching 
the church doors : " Plenary indulgence daily and perpetual for 
the living and the dead," in Latin generally, but there it is. 
Thus one is obliged to find out what it means. If indulgences 
to commit sin are granted by the Roman Catholic Church, it be- 
hooves the nineteenth century to know it. The nineteenth cen- 
tury, in one case at least, had recourse to no Protestant authority, 
but to the highest Roman Catholic headquarters, convoked the 
College of Cardinals as it were ! 

The College of Cardinals responded promptly, fully, satis- 
factorily. The one cardinal flower representing it was a century 
plant, and opened full blossom upon the theme. He was, to dis- 
miss the figure, a man of great learning, and he fortified all his 
statements with the written word, with official citations. If it had 
been a little startling to find in the Eternal City a vigorous and 
ever renewing crop of indulgences, what was it to come home to 
the to-be-eternal city and find that Leo X. was there before me, 
and that Luther and Tetzel were leading each other just as lively 
a fight around Boston common as when the one lifted his protest- 
ing knees from the Scala Santa to nail upon the church door of 
Wittenburg his five and ninety theses against the other ! What 
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satisfaction was it then to be armed with an opinion from the 
source of opinion ! After hearing from the lips of Holy Mother 
Church an exposition of the doctrine of indulgence, as it was 
and is held, taught and practiced by that Church, I am com- 
pelled to believe that the doctrine is radically wrong, is founded 
on false mechanical theory, is without warrant in Scripture, in rea- 
son, or in human experience; but it is not an indulgence to com- 
mit sin. The real Catholic doctrine is just as false — not just as 
pernicious — to my thinking, as the false Protestant rendering of 
it, but the false Protestant rendering of it is not the real doc- 
trine; and it is just as bad to teach a lie about a false doctrine as 
it is to teach false doctrine. The possible or even the actual ten- 
dencies of a doctrine are not to be confounded with the doctrine 
itself; still less are the extravagances of extremists, the miscon- 
ceptions of the dull, the malpractices of the corrupt to be accepted 
as official acts and utterances, the voice of the Church, the plat- 
form of the party. Vagaries are monopolized by no sect. Camp- 
followers are common to all armies. Phillips Brooks, and Will- 
iam M. Barbour are Protestants, but so are Samuel Small and 
Samuel Strong. Tetzel was a Catholic, but so is Cardinal Man- 
ning. Would the scientific standard of the American churches 
be correctly presented by such a clerical cosmology as has been 
lately promulgated : " Out in space there hung a great chunk of 
rock and mud and water and shell. God stood over that original 
anarchy of elements, and said : ( Atlantic Ocean, you go right 
away, and lie down there ! Pacific Ocean, you sleep there ! 
Caucasian range of mountains, you stand there ! Mount Washing- 
ton, you be sentinel there ! Mount Blanc, you put on your coronet 
of crystal there ! Mississippi, you march there; and Missouri, you 
marry it there.' And he gathered in his Almighty hands the land 
and mud and rock, and rolled and heaved and moulded and dented 
and compressed them into shape, and then dropped them in four 
places, and the one was Asia, and another was Europe, and an- 
other Africa and another America." 

I am not assuming, even, to investigate the vexed question of 
the Boston school. I take it only as it stands in the newspapers, 
that a large part of the Roman Catholic community and some 
part of the Protestant community think that the text of " Swin- 
ton's History," and the comments of Mr. Travis are erroneous 
and misleading — teaching that the Roman Catholic Church has 
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granted indulgence to commit sin ; in consequence of which the 
objectionable book has been removed and Mr. Travis practically 
censured, to the great satisfaction of one part of the community 
and the great dissatisfaction of another part. 

It is very hard that a young man who teaches only what he has 
been taught himself, only what thousands of young men and 
women have been taught and are teaching, should be singled out 
and set aside for penalty while all others go scot free. But thus 
the world is governed. Apparently, it would be better for the 
world that the first man who misrepresented the Catholic doctrine 
of indulgences should be caught up, exposed, and set aside or rein - 
structed than that ten hundred men should go on with impunity 
for ten years, and at the end of the ten years one man receive the 
whole weight of punishment. But after all, thus accuracy is 
taught. The attention of the people is called to the importance 
of discerning and inculcating truth. While the Eoman Catholics 
were weak they could not help themselves, and we went on say- 
ing what we pleased. Now they are numerous enough in some 
places to hold the balance of power, and they hold it with a 
mighty grasp. It is well that they do; that is what majorities are 
for. It would be better if Protestants would learn the meaning, 
the use, and the weight of words, because it is in the line of right 
thinking and true culture ; but if they will not, then heaven be 
praised that they must learn it in order not to array the majority 
against themselves and be voted down at the next election ! 

A naive and significant reason for not excluding from the Bos- 
ton schools the objectionable text-book is, that it has been in use 
ten years without protest ! Scarcely more weighty is the allega- 
tion that the outcry against it is not honest — that the objection 
to it is simply the opening wedge for riving our school system 
and dividing the public school money between Catholics and 
Protestants. This may be true, but it is irrelevant. It is not of 
the slightest importance why Catholics want their church history 
to be taught accurately. The practical point is, that they wish 
their history to be taught accurately ; and the point is just as 
strong, even if they only pretend to wish it. If the schools re- 
fuse to teach correctly, persist in misrepresenting their creed, 
they are strong enough to make the welkin ring, and where they 
are in a majority it is a somewhat deafening ring. 

The sundering of our free school system, the dividing of the 
vol. cxlvii. — no. 384. 39 
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public funds, the recognition of sects in the administration of the 
Government would be the death-blow of the Republic, would mark 
the failure of the American experiment. Because this issue is one 
of vital importance, it should be freed from every entangling 
alliance, from every superfluous and incidental side question, that 
it may win on its merits, and not lose on any subordinate demerit. 
To heed every just demand is not to compromise, but to strip for 
the fight — in resistance to unjust demand. Never, never should 
our schools yield one jot or tittle to distinction of sect, to recog- 
nition of sect ; but a first requisite for maintaining this position is 
not to allow sectarianism to creep stealthily within, while we are 
sturdily beating it back without the schools. 

But, says the confident Protestant, the Protestant view is the 
true one. The Roman Catholics persistently misrepresent his- 
tory. They do not want the truth because it condemns them- 
selves. They must gloss it over for self -justification. Are we to 
bring up our children in ignorance because Roman Catholics are 
unwilling to face the truth ? 

To a certain extent, yes. The differences between Protestants 
and Catholics are not to be fought out in the public school. 
There are times, seasons, fields for this fight; but the public 
school is not one of them. Truth is of the first importance. If 
any truth of history is so hidden, remote, doubtful, that we can- 
not come to an agreement about it, far better to leave it alone 
than to teach as indisputably true what, at best, is only disput- 
ably true. If there is so much to be said on each side that 
neither side can convince the other, the only resource is to sup- 
press both sides or insert both sides. To force either side to ac- 
cept the other's view is mere absolute despotism ; is to re-enact 
the drama of Galileo, with the Boston School Board for the 
Holy Office and with Roman Catholic Galileos. In the realm of 
thought is no rule of the majority. 

There are plenty of undisputed topics. With entire unanimity, 
all creeds permit two and two to make four. No good Catholic, Jew, 
or Agnostic will forbid the nominative case to govern the verb in 
number and person. The most pugilistic, not to say partisan 
churchman, will never bring the Tropic of Capricorn to bear on the 
ballot-box. Even in history, there are statements on which all sects 
could stand, though they are harder to find. The backbone of 
my own historical knowledge has hitherto been that Columbus 
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discovered America ; but as testimony is coming in now, the only 
reallly certain thing about it seem to be that whoever deserves 
the credit of discovering America, it was not Columbus. 

It is not necessary to teach history in the public school; but it 
is necessary that the public school should live. To live, it must 
be absolutely non-partisan in religion, in politics, in science, in 
everything. "We should resent the introduction of free trade or 
tariff teachings into the public school text-book. We should 
not permit the Oongregationalist to teach that his is the only true 
Apostolic Church. We would not permit the Roman Catholic to 
declare to our children that the Constitution of the United 
States is an atheistic and reprehensible instrument. Just as im- 
portant is it that we forbid the Protestant teacher to declare that 
the Roman Catholic Church teaches the indulgence of sin. 

This is not interfering with freedom of speech. It is pre- 
venting interference with the freedom of schools. Our public 
schools, like all our institutions, and more than some of them, 
depends for its lasting strength upon the love and loyalty of all 
the people. The very essence of the common school is com- 
munity. Nothing should ever be taught in schools supported by 
the common fund except that which is accepted by the common 
faith. If there were as large a number of geographies maintain- 
ing that the earth is flat as there are Roman Catholics maintain- 
ing that Protestant-Catholic history is false, this round world 
ought to be spun out of the common schoolroom quicker than 
any surreptitious marble taw in the hand of an agile and mis- 
chievous schoolboy, though we diminish thereby no jot or tittle 
of our faith that the earth is round. 

Whatever makes the public school odious weakens its hold. 
Nothing can make it so odious as attacks upon the religious, 
whether or not false, faith of any of its supporters. If the attacks 
are well founded they are altogether out of place. If they are ill- 
founded they have no place. 

There is not only a certain ought, but a possible must. We 
live under the reign of the majority, and when the majority is 
Roman Catholic it is as certain as the going down of the sun that 
they will not permit the public schools to teach what the Church 
holds to be false. It would be more intelligent for a Protestant 
majority in power to countermand such teaching because it is not 
pertinent, than to wait till it becomes a minority and find that it is 
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not possible. Our schools could well afford to relinquish all con- 
trol of contested statements and give the time and mind thus 
spared to a mastery of the methods by which facts are ascertained. 
We could well afford to let Luther take his chances for the future 
if the minds of the rising generation could be taught the laws of 
evidence, the proprieties of argument, the rectitude of debate, the 
meaning, the use, and the weight of words. 

If this is absolutely impracticable, if men say this is the only 
time and place in which our children can learn history, then the 
next best thing is to do with history as is already done with the 
Bible in the schools where Roman Catholic parents desire it, use 
a Catholic as well as a Protestant version of history. We must 
have the Douay as well as the d'Aubigny rendering of Luther 
and the Reformation. If parents insist that their children shall 
travel over controverted fields each party must be allowed to choose 
its side of the controversy. Anything else would be an attempt 
to enslave opinion. There are great disadvantages attending this 
course. There will probably be some unedifying spectacles of 
infantine debate, more earnest than convincing. But there would 
also be advantages. Each side would know that there was an- 
other side; which is something — which is more than that, sugges- 
tive. This is practically all they would know. Neither side 
would be compelled to learn the other, and the ingenuous mind of 
youth is not largely given to learning from its school book more 
than is required. But a few would look at the other side, and 
the many would have a greater respect for opponents who could 
quote as largely and cite as learnedly as themselves. 

My own theory of common-school education could omit the 
whole history of the Protestant and Catholic churches without 
missing anything of value to our common-school system or to our 
other cherished institutions. No system of public schools can 
survive the narrow intellectual tyranny of forcing both sides of a 
controverted history to accept, as unquestioned truth, the belief 
of either side. 

Let every vestige of sectarianism be not only willingly but 
eagerly and thoroughly removed from the public school; and then 
let us, if need be, stand for the unsectarian public school with 
hand to the sword. 

Gail Hamilton. 



